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Welcometo the first newsletterof S A V E40% anniversary
year. The year beganwith the fantasticnewsthat our public

inquiry into the Welsh Streets planning application was
successfuland that the Secretaryof State supportedall our

argumentsAlthough Liverpool Council decidedto appeal his

decision letter is a shining beaconin conservationhistory,

supportingall the reasonghat we have beencampaigningfor

terracedhousing and againstPathfinderfor over ten yeas.

Local campaignerswearied by the fight, were immensely
buoyedup by it.

In May, architecturalgroup Assemblewere nominatedfor the
TurnerPrizefor their projectfor somederelictterracechousing
not far from the Welsh Streets,and by the samearchtect,
Richard Owens. Assemble had been commissioned by
SteinbeckStudios,that SAVE hadintroducedto the area.The
tide appearsgto be turning, but it is importantto keepup the
pressurauntil thesevisionaryschemesreimplementedandthe
terracechouseandthosecommunitieghatlive in themaresafe
from demolition.

In JanuarySAVE held a receptionat Christiesin London in
supportof our plansfor Wentworth Woodhouse attendedby
Ed Vaizey MP who spoke favourably of SAVE as an
organizationand of our role in saving the building for the
nation. We are currently awaiting news from the National
HeritageMemorial Fundaboutanapplicationthatwould seeus
reachourtargetof £7m.

In LondonSAVE hasled the campaigrfor 152-158the Strand,
thatK i n @dlege Londonwishesto demolishto makeway
for a new academiduilding of blanddesign.In May the new
secretaryof state Greg Clark placeda holding order on the
application following Westminster C 0 u n cgranting of
planning permission,and we are at presentencouragingall
supporterof our petition, that picked up 9,000signaturesn 3
weeks,to write to Mr Clark askingfor call in. The proposalis
highly controversial, not least because Historic England
initially supporedtheapplication:their original letter of advice
concludedthatthe demolitionwould not causesubstantiaharm
to the Conseration Area however on the 21% May they
reviewedtheir adviceandin a statemenbn their websiteanda
letter to The Times statedthat in fact the proposa would
cause substantialharm. SAVE welcomes their change of
position. The Timesand the EveningStandardhavetakenthe
fight up as a campaign, the former publishing articles,
opinions,leadersandlettersalmosteveryday.

In the Wirral, our northerncaseworkerJonatharBrown hasled
the campaignfor the handsomeEdwardian Andrew Gibson
House, owned by Nautilus Union, and originally built for
s ai Ilwidaws. 6

Earlier this year we completed urgent repairs on the
outbuildings at Winstanley Hall, Wigan, and a repair on a
chimneystackon the house that threatenedo tumblein high
winds. We continueto developa schemeor the siteandarein
talks with EnglishHeritage Wigan Council,the HLF andlocal
groups.

Another major caseis that of Silver Hill, Winchester,where
HendersonsGlobal Investors,with whom we did battle over
Smithfield GeneralMarket, are determinedo pushthroughan
applicationfor an oversizeddevelopmentn the historic centre
of thetown. SAVE is working on analternativescheme.

In a happyannouncemenin March, the Museumof London
announcedlansto moveto Smithfield GeneralMarket, news
that SAVE welcomes, providing that the designsshow the
buildingsoff to bestadvantage.

We have launcheda Saviour schemeas part of a concered
fundraising push, and with help from our new fundraising
committeechairedby SAVE TrusteeTimothy Cantelland our
fundraisingofficer Emily Lunn.

Pleaseseethe endof thereportfor detailsof how to becomea
Saviour, and the date of our Buildings at Risk Catalogue
launchin June following atwo yearbreak!

ONGOING CAMPAIGNS
152-158 Strand, London

A new major campaignis underwayat SAVE: SOS,SaveOur
Strand- a battleto savea charminggroup of characterfuland
distinctive Georgian and Victorian buildings that King&s
CollegeLondonwishesto demolishto makeway for a blandly
designednew academiddlock. The buildingsin questionform
the settingof Gradel listed SomerseHouseand St Mary Le
Strand,oneof thefinestchurchesn London.

152158 Strand

A decisionto allow King& Collegeto demolishwastakenat a
planning committeemeetingat WestminsterCity Council on
April 21%. The decisionwas supportedby Historic England
(formedy EnglishHeritage)who concludedto our bafflement,
that the demolition of this group of buildingswould not cause
substantibharmto the ConservatiorArea, but they havesince
reviewed their decision and concluded it would cause
substantiaharm.

The proposalis part of wider plans for Kingé College to
expandand openup the campus.We considerthat one part of
the proposaldoesnot hingeuponthe otherandit is possibleto
improve and modernizethe campuswithout demolishingthese
buildings.

Other objectionsto the planning application were received
from the Ancient MonumentsSociety, the Victorian Society,
the Londonand MiddlesexArcheologicalSociety,the Council
for British Archeology, the Somerset House Trust, the
CourtauldInstitute, and over 64 others. The SomersetHouse
Trust and Courtauld | n s t i dbjectiomcentre on the



proposednew tower extensionto the Kingé Strandbuilding
andthe impactit will haveon the settingof SomerseHouse.
Their objectionsalso flag up what they seeas major flaws in
theconsultatiorprocess.

These buildings are on one of L 0 n d anwsi lsistoric and

central thoroughfares:the processionroute from St Paul 6 s

Cathedrato BuckinghamPalace.

This streetscapbasalreadybeendamagedyKi n §dé k1 ege 65

brutalist building to the eastof SomersetHouse, regarding
which the planningcommitteeexpressedegret. A numberof

similar buildings on narrowplots were destroyedo build that;

no further encroachmenbof this kind shouldbe allowed. The
characterof central London dependson a balancebetween
largeinstitutionaland commercialbuildings and smallerscale
buildingson narrowplots.

The entire group of threatenedbuildings are in the Strand
ConservatiorArea, while one of themis listed Gradell. The

ones condemnedfor demolition are singled out in the

ConservatiorAreaAudit asUnlistedBuildings of Merit, which

contributeto the charactelandappearancef the Conservation
Area. This should, according to local planning policy,

safeguardhemfrom this kind of proposal.

SAVE launcheda petition on 28" April which supassed,000
signaturesn two weeks,andwhich continuesto steadilygrow.
This is aimed at the Principal of Ki n dC6llege, Edward
Byrne, memberf the Council andJamieRitblat, Chair of the
EstatesStrategyCommittee.

Luminariesthat have signedinclude Bill Bryson, Griff Rhys
Jones,Starwarsactor lain MacDiarmid, Nigel Slater, authors
Meg Rosoff, SusarHill, DuncanFallowell, Tarig Ali, Virginia
Ironside and Philip Marsden.Michael Palin also supportsthe
campaign.

Thepetitioncanbesignedhere:

https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/edememolish152-
158thestrandlondon

The campaigrhasbeentakenup with gustoby TheTimes who
printed a leader6 Ny sandB r u t an $1ay®th. Sincethen
therehasbeena steadystreamof letters,commentsandarticles
in the newspaperTherehasbeenamplecoveragealso,in The
Evening Standard Country Life, Building Design the
Ar c h i Jownaltarsdénthe BBC and LondonLive.
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The proposedbuilding

Following the planningcommitteemeetingSAVE immediately
wrote to the then Secretaryof StateEric Picklesaskingfor a
public inquiry, and wrote againto his successoiGreg Clark
following the generalelection.Our groundsare the following:

thereis a conflict with national policy on the protection of

heritage assets the caseis of national significance, as the
buildings are on the main historical processionatoute in the

countryfrom Westminsteto StP a u thédesignof the newly
proposed building is poor; the case is controversial as
underlinedby the overwhelmingresponsdrom the mediaand
the public. In addition, Historic En g | a positibrs has
changedrenderingtheir original letter to WestminstetCoundl

thatapprovedheproposalsnul andvoid.

A groupof councilorsfrom WestminsteiCouncil alsowrote to
Mr Clark askingfor acall in, citing HistoricE n g | ashifiihg
osition as grounds,as well as the fact that the caseis of
nationalsignificance

We learnton 14" May that the Minister had issuedan article
31 direction, which preventsWestminsterfrom signing off on
planning permission.This is to allow the Minister sufficient
time to considertheissueandwhetherto call the applicationin
for apublicinquiry.

We havealso commissionedarchitectJohnBurrell of Burrell,
Foley, Fischerto work on a drawing to demonstratehat the
buildingswould makefantasticacademicspacewith minimum
intervention, and would make a positive contribution to the
publicrealm.

PtolemyD e a nvétercolour , showingthe buildings in
guestionin relation to St Mary -le-Strand

SAVE research on 152-158, Strand

SAVE volunteer David Bade, fresh off a plane from New
Zealand,worked on some historical researchand discovered
the following colourful information about these modest
buildingsthatcontributesomuchto this stretchof the Strand.

The Strandhasbeenthe principal route betweenthe economic
centreof the City of Londonandthe royal and political centre
of Westminsterfor centuries.As thesecentresgrew in the
sixteenth and seventeenthcenturies, the Strand became a
commercial strip and significant landmark buildings and
churcheswere established.By the end of the nineteenth
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century, the Strandwas renowred as an areafor restaurants,
public housesmusichalls andtheatresAs aresult,the Strand
has developeda variety of building stock, with its grand
landmark buildings on the one hand, and an assortmentof
commercialbuilding styles on narrow medievalplots on the
other.

152158 Strandwereoriginally partof a late-seventeenth/eady
eighteenth century terrace, and are sited on their original
narrow medievalproperty boundariesThe building frontages
havebeenpartially or fully re-frontedat timesduring the mid-
nineteenthcenturyto early-twentieth century as the buildings
havechangechands,andthe majority of interior walls andrear
walls relateto the eighteenttcentury.

The buildings at 152-158 Strandare tangible memoriesof the
commerciabusnessesandoccupiersof the buildingsthatwere
on the Strand for over 200 years. A variety of businesses
occupiedthe buildings, including tailors, locksmiths, watch
makers, buttonmakers, umbrellamakers, architects,
booksellers, tobacconists, photograpers, shoesellers,
confectionersJamp manufacturersestateagentsand dentists.
This varietyandnumberaretypical of thesekinds of buildings
on the Strand.Although therewas a high turnoverof owners
andleasesof the buildings, somenotablebusinesesoccupied
the buildingsfor decades including Firman& Sons(military
buttonmakers founded in 1656, one of the top 25 oldest
companiesn theworld), Thresher& Glenny(foundedin 1755
and one of the wo r | oltiésssurviving tailors), George &
Walter Yonge (watchmakersnotableasbeingwatchmakergor
theKing andthe Lord High Admiral 1820-28), andLyons café
(asuccessfuteashophain,particularlyin the 1930s).

The buildings also provide the historical setting for the two

neighbouringlandmarkbuildings i SomersetHouse (a large
sixteenthcentury mansion which later became a royal

residence)and St Mary le Strand (the first of fifty churches
built by orderin the reign of QueenAnne, datingfrom 1717).

Therow of buildings,which is mirrored on the southwesside
of SomersetHouse by a similar row, providesan authentic
senseof how SomersetHouseand St Mary le Strandchurch
fitted into an eighteenth century streetscape.Historical

paintings and photographsof these features include the

buildings at 152158 Strand, illustrating the importance of

thesebuildingsto the eighteenttandnineteentttenturycontext
of the Strand.

Welsh Streets, Liverpool

The year openedwith a greatvictory for our campaignin the
Welsh Streets,Toxteth, Liverpool. On 16th Januarywe were
informed that the then Secretaryof State,Eric Pickles, fully
supportedour arguments,in opposition to the government
inspectorChristineThorby, who hadrecommendegermission
for the planningapplicationwhich proposedo demolish400 of
the 440terracedhousesn the site, bringing only 40 backinto
use. Pickles called for market testing and other options for
refurbishmentstatingthatdemolitionshouldbe alastresort.

SAVE hasbeenarguingfor the heritagevalueof theseterreced
streetsfor many yearsand were delightedthat it was finally
acknowledgedtthehighestevel of Government.

Liverpool Council, led by Mayor Joe Anderson,immediately
announcedhat they were appealingagainstthe decision.We
areawaitinga datefor the Judicial Reviewwhich will be held
in the Courtsof Justicein Manchesteat which SAVE will bea
witness.Unfortunately,L i v e r pexisidni® shallengethe
Secretaryof Statemeansfurther delay for the streetsand the
residents.

The Public Inquiry took place last June.SAVE was the sole
Rule 6 party, and our teamof withessesvas led by Barrister
JamedsPottsof 39 EssexStreet.

Our casecontainednew evidenceabout the architectof the
buildings,RichardOwens the subjectof arecentPhDthesisby
our witness Gareth Carr. Thanks to his researchit was
establishedthat the houseswere 20 years older than was
originally thoughtand were part of a larger estateby Owens,
one of severalhe laid out for Liverpool at this time of great
expansiorfor the city. Carr arguedthat the Welsh Streetsand
Owen are pivotal to the understandingnd the developmenbf
the terracedhousenationally and eveninternationally,not just
in Liverpool.

The Welsh Streetsfrom the air

Almost all of S AV E érgumentswere supportedby the
stronglywordeddecisionletterfrom the Secretaryf State.

PlanningFrameworkNPPF):

fi T lsehemaloesconflict with the Governmenpositionasset
outin the Written Ministerial Statemenif 10 May 2013 and
the acceptanceof the recomnendationsin GeorgeC|l ar
Empty HomesReview which makesclear that refurbishment
and upgrading of existing homes should be the first and
preferredoption and that demolition of existinghomesshould
be the last option after all forms of markettestingand options
for refurbishmenaree x haust ed. 0

HeritageSignificance:

Contrary to Liverpool C 0 u n carglinterststhat the Welsh

Streetshavelittle or no heritagevalue, the Secretaryof State
considersfi t hha surviving built and cultural heritagein the

Welsh Streetsis of considerablesignificancefor the above
reasonsand that the proposalwould havea harmful effect on

the significance of the Welsh Streetsas a nondesignated
heritagea s s et . 0

Design:

fi T h o theploposalgetainsomeof the existingstreetnames
and the geographicalocation and orientationof thosestreets,
the Secretaryof State considersthat in other respectsthe
existing characterof the Welsh Streetswould effectively be
lost. Existing density would be halved and the Secretaryof
State agreeswith SAVE that the proposedschemetakes a
suburbanapproachgiven the spacesurroundingbuildings and
thefocusontheprivateplot ratherthanthecollectives t r e e

fi T hSecretaryof State also agreesthat the loss of mature
street trees would be a significant loss in design and
sustainability terms, and that they should be retained and
manageh ppropri ately. o

fi T ISecretaryf Statenotesthatnewbuild housegshemselves
will not be much largerthan the existing terracesin termsof
internal floor space He agreeswith SAVE thatthe new Green

t. o



Streetwould be an inefficient use of space,as thereis no
shortageof publicopenspacenthear e a 0

TheBeatlesandTourism:

fi T h@ouncil state, at IR 78, that No 9 Madryn Street
(birthplaceof Ringo Starr)hasbeensavedin theinterestsof its
cultural significance,along with part of Madryn Street. The
Secretaryof Statenotesthatonly a stub of this terracewould
be saved.The Secretaryof Stateagreeswith SAVE that the
demolitionof muchof Madryn Streetwould significantly harm

the ability to understandindappreciatahispartof Li ver p o o |

Beatlesheritagewhich he considergo be of importanceto the
City. Althoughthereare othersurviving terracedstreetsin the
areawherevisitors could go and seea similar environmentto
the one where Ringo Starr was born, the Secretaryof State
placesimportanceon the actualstreetwhere he was born and
he agreeswith SAVE thatthe proposalwould be shortsighted

asregardghefuturetourismpotentid of MadrynSt r ee t .

Conclusiorfrom the Secretaryf State:

i T Secretaryof Stateconsiderghatthe potentialviability of
the schemehasbeendemonstratedut he is not satisfiedthat
the purposefor which the Council is proposingto acquirethe

Orderlandscouldnotbeachievedby alternativeme ans . 0

fi T hSecretaryof State has concludedthat there is not a
compellingcasein the public interestto justify sufficiently the
interferencewith the humanrights of thosewith aninterestin
thelandaffece d . 0

Background

Pathfinder, otherwise known as Housing Market Renewal
(HMR), wasintroducedby JohnPrescotin 2002.It claimedto
addressllegedhousingmarketfailure in certainpartsof some
Northern cities, and placed 400,000 terraced housesunder
direct threat of demolition. The housing targetedhas been
predominantlyVictorian and Edwardianterracedhousing.The
issueis not oneof vacancyor of uninhabitabldhomesi prior to
the announcementof the scheme occupation levels were
normal,homeswere perfectly habitableandthe costof repairs
and updatingwould have beenmodest.The claim of market
failure was essentially that house prices were lower than
elsewhereSome30,000houseshavebeendemolished.

The policy failed to considerthe humanelemer - the effectit

would have on entire communitiesthat were uprooted and
rehougd, often againsttheir will. Condemnationhas been
crossparty, andin 2011the controversialpolicy wasscrapped
by the present government,and resourcesswitched from

housirg demolition to renovation, following a seven year
campaignby SAVE and manylocal communitygroups.As a

resultof theseefforts, public policy is now directedtowardsthe
re-use and refurbishmentof empty and historic housing,with

demolitiononly asalastresort.

Turner Prize nomination 2015

SAVE wasdelightedto hearthat Assemblearchitectshadbeen
nominated for the Turner prize for their designsfor the
refurbishmenof Ducie Streetin Granby.

SAVE introducedthe residentsto social investorsStenbeck
Studio, who in turn invited the innovativeyoung architectural
practiceAssembleto the areaand commissionedhe drawings
that have now be shortlistedfor the Turner prize, along with
three artists. It is unusual to see architectural projects
nomindedfor anartprize.

Assemblegoeswith the grain of ruin, ratherthan againstit,
transformingpartsof houseghathavelost ceilings,into double
height rooms and winter gardens.Their leafy vision counters

the negativepressterracechousingin Liverpool hashadfor so
many yearsand, we hope, marksa new erain recognitionof
thesebuildings'adaptabilityandability to please.

In a schemedevisedby the local CommunityLand Trust and
SteinbeckStudios,newandrenovatechomeswill be ownedby
newand long-termresidentsThis is a positive departurefrom
the top-down approachof Pathfinder,which handedpublicly-
acquiredandto privatedeveloperandmajorsociallandlords.

A s s e mHdsignforsa communal winter gardenin the
shell of aterraced house

None of this would have been possible without the
determinationof local residentsliving in blighted areas,with

whomit hasbeena privilegeto work. SAVE considerghatit is

extremely positive that the Council chose to work with

SteinbeckStudiosand Assemble andthathopefully this ushers
in a new eraof respectfor the modestterracedhouse,andthe
communitieghatchooseo live in them.

However,only half a mile awayin the Welsh Streetsthereare
400terracedhousedy the samearchitectRichardOwens,that
remainunderthreatof demolition(seepreviousentry aboutthe
WelshStreetsPublicInquiry).

Wentworth Woodhouse, South Yorkshire

The campaignto save Wentworth Woodhousefor the nation
continuesin earnestfollowing the announcemerof our plans
in our winter 2014 newsletter (see below for background
information).

The eastfront of Wentworth Woodhouse

Country Life



Fundraising update

SinceJanuanypublic supporthasbeensubstantiglwith pledges
and donationsbeing receivedon a steadybasis.To date this
totals over £21,000, and shows the clear national public
supportfor the project, vital to ensuringthe campaignis a
successOur thanksto all thosewho havepledgedor donated.

SAVE andthe WentworthWoodhouséPreservatiorrusthave
raisedpledgesof £3.4mfrom four major grantgiving bodiesi

The Proposals

Underthe proposalghe houseand83 acreswill beacquiredby
the WWPT from the Newbold family, who for the past 16
yearshaveexpendecconsierabletime, moneyand effort into
maintainingandrepairingthefabric of thehouse.

SAVE andthe WWPT have,working with Kit Martin, Roger
Tempestthe National Trust and others,developeda business
planwhich will ensureWe n t w ofuturelisGsscuredhrough

The MonumentTrust, The Art Fund, Sir SiegmundWa r b u r g 6 dour supportingpillars.

Voluntary Settlementandthe JP Getty Jnr CharitableTrust. A
further£100,00thasbeenpledgedby alocal businessman.

An applcation is currently with the National Heritage
Memorial Fund, and if successfulill enableus to reachour
targetfigure of £7m. We expectto hearthe outcomeof this
decisionshortly.

Chr i s Receptios

The splendorof the main stateroomswill be openedto the
public, managedinitially by the National Trust; some 15-20
residential units will be createdin the south wing of the
mansionandthe stablesithe north wing will be convertedinto
a self containedeventsspace;and small businesaunits in the
stablecourtyardwill becreatedon asimilar modelto the estate
buildingsat BroughtonHall. The pillars will supporteachother
whilst ensuringthe future of the houseis not solely reliant on

In January we hosted an evening receptionat Chi st i e & sonefundingstream.

Auction Houseon King StreetwhereMarcusBinneyandJulie
Kenny, chair of the WentworthWoodhouséPreservatiorust,
explainedthe projectto a packedaudienceof heritageexperts,
donorsandsupporters.

We were delightedthat Ed Vaizey, the Minister for Culture,
not only attendedthe eventbut spokepassionatelyaboutthe
houseandthe needto saveit. Addressinghe roomMr Vaizey
said: il am pretty certainthat whoeveris in governmentwill
help realisethis heroic vision for WentworthWoodhaisethat
would bring somuchto theregion.

fi tongratulatehe effortsof SAVE - anorganisatiorthatsaves
hundredsof buildings nationwide, all on a shoestring. We
should salute the heroic efforts of Marcus Binney who has
donesomuchto saveBritain'sh er i t age. 0

Our thanksto all thosewho attendedhe evening,andespecial
thanksto Ch r i swho pmdedthe venueand ensuredthe
eveningwentwithout a hitch.

Ed Vaizey addressingthe audienceatChr i st i ed s

Support from Westminster

Following the reception, several members of parliament
expressedtheir support for the campaign. Robert Jenrick,
Conservative MP for Newark, asked a question in the
Commonswhich William HagueMP answeredexpressinghe
supportof the Government.John Healey MP also tabed an
earlyday motionendorsinghe work of SAVE andthe WWPT,
which gainedcrossparty support.

For more detailedinformation aboutthe proposalspleasesee
http://www.savewentworth.co.ukvhich wascreatedby SAVE
supporteBenFurnival.

Pledgesanbe madeby emailing Mike Foxat SAVE on
mike.fox@savebritainsheritage.oanddonationscanbe made
via https://www.justgiving.com/SAVEWentworthWoodhse

Smithfield General Market, London

Since our last newsletterthere have been developmentsat
Smithfield GeneralMarket: in March the Museumof London
announcedt wishesto relocatethereby 2018.

The interior of Smithfield General Market

The Museumis currently located a short distanceaway on
London Wall, in a Powell and Moya building, but has now
startedto consideranewhomein Smithfield. This would allow
the Museumto welcomemore visitors and display more of its
collection. It would also put the Museumat the heart of the
Crossrailnetwork,with Farringdontippedto be oneof the best
connectedstationsin the countrywith over 140 trainsan hour
passinghroughat peaktimes.
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SAVE has cautiously welcomedthe proposalsi sucha use
would safegiard the westernmarketbuildings, bringing them
backinto useafteralmosttwo decade®f sitting empty.Whata
changefrom the original plansfirst for full demolitionin 2005,
and more recently for 75 per cent demolition in 2013! The
devil will be in the detail 7 these buildings must shine,
including the market halls, and not be overshadowedy any
newscheme.

At the publicinquiry lastyear SAVE andthe Victorian Society
successfullyarguedthat the interiors of the marketbuildings
wereof greatsignificanceandthatany developmenof the site
must respectthem. In particular, the interior of the General
Market, designeddy Sir HoraceJonesywith its uniqguePhoenix
Columnsandhandsomrnateironwork mustbe preservednd
enhancedSAVE is in contactwith the Museum.

More information on the Museumof L o n d @land can be
foundhere:http://museum.london/

Dr JenniferFreemanarchitecturahistorianandexpertwitness
at both Smithfield public inquiries, haswritten a paperon the
importanceof HoraceJ o n &mithfeldinteriors,andthis will
beavailableon our websiteshortly.

Smithfield Greetings Cards

We havea limited numberof artist LucindaRoger$ greetings
cards still available for purchase showing the view of
Smithfield GeneraMarketfrom Holborn Viaduct.

More information aboutLucy and her work can be found on
herwebsite http://lucindarogers.co.uk/

Pleasecontactthe SAVE office to ordera pack. Packsof five
cost£10(£7 for SAVE Friends).

Norton Folgate, London

SAVE hasheensupportingthe SpitalfieldsT r u sampagro
save Norton Folgate, an area of eighteenthand nineteenth
century warehousesn Spitalfields in the Borough of Tower
Hamlets just over theborderfrom the City of London.

The site is located in the Elder Street ConservationArea,
notable for its low-rise characterand mixture of small light
industrial buildings, yards, shops and public housessitting
togethercheekby jowl. The areawas madefamousby Dan
Cruickshankand the Spitalfields Trust in 1977 when they
successfully saved Elder Street from clearance and
redevelopmenby squattinghethreatenedbuildings.

Now almost 40 years on British Land has returned and is
proposingto demolisharound70% of the currentbuildingson
the Norton Folgate Site, for replacementwith large office
blocksrising to 11 and13 storeys.Thesitewill bereducedo a
few facadesaandshells.

Theseproposalsare vastly out of scalewith the conservatin
area(existing buildings are three, four and five storeys),and
seekto take their cue from the larger blocks over the road in
the City of London. In addition the diverse mixture of
buildings and useswill be lost amid corporateoffice blocks
with largefloorplates.

CGil visual of Norton Folgate currently

. -

CGil Visual showingthe scantamount of historic fabric to
be kept

Thereis still time to objectto the proposalsby writing to Beth
Eite at Tower Hamlets noting the harm causedto the
conservationarea, the treatmentof historic buildings, the
height and massing of the new buildings, and the poor
consultation process which failed to respond to local
objections.

Commentsshouldbe sentto

planningandbuilding@towerhamlets.gov.uk

More information on the campaign can be found at
www.facebook.com/savenortonfolgate

Winstanley Hall, Wigan

This January we completed urgent works on the catdty
buildings and chimney stack of the main hall, thanks to funding
from English Heritage and further donations from the Country
Houses Foundation, the SPAB, the Georgian Group, and
SAVE friends.

SAVE was licensed to carry out the works by the owner

Kierstan Boylan and these were conducted between November
2014 and January 2015 by Grosvenor Construction, overseen
by Ed Morton structural engineer. These works not only

cleared overgrowth, revealing further the beauty and potential
of the buildings, but willalso ensure that the courtyard
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